
November 12, 1969 

Dr. W. Barry Wood, Jr., Director 
Department of Microbiology 

Dear Barry: 

I want t o  record i n  t h i s  letter my concern regarding the proposed 
program i n  Allied Elealth Sciences a t  Johnai Hopkinu contained i n  Lincoln 
Cordon's le t ter  of October 13, 1969. In spy opinion, i f  the program 
outlined by Mr. Cordon is  adopted, the p r t m r y  role of the SctzoOl of 
Medicine a8 an i n s t i t u t i o n  devoted to t ra ining students and advancing 
knowledge i n  medicine and biomedical sciences is  bound t o  suffer.  The 
e s sen t i a l  f a u l t  i n  the proposal, I believe, is  the d i r e c t  involveamnt 
of the h d i c a l  School departments and facul ty  In the program. 

Having s ta ted  my conclusion, l e t  me  c m e n t  i n  more de t a i l .  I f  
the School of Medicine is assigned a "basic responsibil i ty" fo r  the 
"academic aspects" of the progrum (with "the facul ty  ... based mainly 
i n  the appro)Sddte departments of the Schools of Medicine and Hygiene"), 
e i t h e r  new facul ty  would be appointed to  discharge t h i s  r e e p o n s i b ~ l i t y  
or the present facul ty  would need t o  take i t  on. Either solut ion would 
be harmful. Our present facul ty  i s  an outetanding one, highly trained 
t o  work a t  the f ron t i e r s  of t h e i r  respective f i e l d s  and t o  o f f e r  ra ther  
advanced courses i n  areas of t h e i r  i n t e re s t s  to outstanding students. 
The chances are therefore very slim that any member of our department 
would wil l ingly take on the job of teaching students of nursing, 
laboratory medicine, and mental herath sciences; he would not feel 
that his t ra ining and t a l en t s  were being w e l l  used. 
hired f o r  the purpose of t ra ining a l l i e d  heal th  professionals, our 
department would then have two d i s t i n c t  s t a f f s ,  with widely divergent 
values, t ra ining,  and aim, and the cohesiveness of the department, which 
i e  dependent on shred academic values and purpose, would be lost. I 
believe such a development would make the department f a r  less a t t r ac -  
t i v e  t o  the imaginative, productive invest igator  and teacher whom w e  
a l l  value, with consequent jeopardy t o  our primary function. 

I f  new facul ty  were 

In a broader context, I view Mr. Cordon's proposal and the 
enthusiast ic  rupport of i t  by some of our  c l i n i c a l  facul ty  and 
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sdministraation, as a s ign  that the present preseurr on the Medical 
School and Hoopital b o  caused mny to lose s ight  of cer ta in  funda- 
mentals. Medicine i a  based on the biorimdical sciences, therefore 
iound t ra ining i n  biomrrdical science is important f o r  lsrrdiccrl students. 
m g h t f u l l y  l l t t l e  is known about the amst serious and widespread 
diseaees, a d  the modes of ef fec t ive  tratrprsnt avai lable  are very few 
indeed. Therefore, biomedical reeearch fs important, and we do need 
8n aiwitoment where c rea t ive  Investigator8 can work and t r a i n  others. 
"base functions of tha Masdical S c b l  (espscialfy Johns Hopkin8 Medica1 
School) are not secondary, expendable ones and should not be neglected 
i n  response t o  social pressures. 

All this is not t o  say that Johns flopkins ought t o  be aloof from 
the pressing needs for msdicel care and fo r  personnel involved i n  
delivering such care. 
ex ie t s  i n  the delivery of heal th  care and that Hopkins should help 
solve t h i s  problem. 
Hopkins' contribution ta hrsalth seems to  me shortsighted. Would i t  
not be possible to develop the Al l i ed  Health Science program i n  an 
en t i r e ly  separate School of tb Medical Snst i tut ions,  c losely tied t o  
the Hospital? 
es tabl ishing the School, would it not be p088iblQ to  develop programs 
between loca l  colleges and Hopkins Hospital? 
rrpproeches have prcrbubly been explored, b u t  X feel that the colaraittee 
may have taken w h a t  lookad l i k e  the easiest course, u., assigning 
responsibi l i ty  to the Schools of %z!diclns and Rygiena, with lnsuf- 
f i c i e n t  concern f o r  the consequences. 

I do not question that a serious problem 

But t o  do so a t  the apenee  of w h a t  is  unique i n  

O r  i f  a trial period were considered mcersary before 

f r ea l i ze  that these 

X would appreciate your forwarding a copy of t h i s  letter to 
Dave Rogers. 

Sincerely , 

Daniel Wathans 


